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Walking Tour
Herndon Historic

The Herndon Historical Society was founded In 
1971 with the purpose of bringing people together 
who are interested in history, especially the history 
of Herndon.

The Depot Museum, established in 1981, is open 
to visitors at scheduled times and for meetings and 
events throughout the year. Located in the heart 
of historic Herndon at 717 Lynn street (adjacent 
to the W&OD trail), the museum contains a 
collection of artifacts from the town’s past, about 
Commander Herndon (the town’s namesake) and 
from the USS Herndon DD638.

To read more about the Herndon Historical 
Society and the museum’s operating hours go 
to either the The Herndon Historical Society’s 
website (www.herndonhistoricalsociety.
org) or Facebook page (facebook.com/
HerndonHistory).

Enjoy a walking tour of homes and 
buildings that have received plaques 
through the Historical Society to recognize 
their contribution to the Town’s history or 
character. There are two tours, East Tour 
and West Tour, with the East tour starting at 
the Herndon Depot. This brochure provides 
basic information about each structure on 
those tours. More details and information about 
buildings that received plaques after 
publication of this brochure can be 
found on the Herndon Historical 
Society website.

Please respect the resident’s 
privacy and remain on 
Town property when 
visiting each location. 
Thank you for your 
interest in Herndon’s 
rich history—Enjoy 
your tour!

Historic markers have been installed by the Town of 
Herndon to identify sites of significance. Add these 
stops to your walk to learn more about Herndon’s 
rich history!

 Oak Grove School - 1481 Sterling Road

Chestnut Grove Cemetery - 831 Dranesville Road

Payne House - 744 Dranesville Road

Hawkins-Martz-Carroll House - Runnymede Park, 
Herndon Parkway 

Herndon A Summer Resort - Van Buren Street 
Across From 597 Grove Street

Elwardstone - 920 Vine Street

Elden House - 100 Lillian Chase Lane

The Yellow House - 136 Pearl Street

Herndon Seminary - 763 Grace Street 

The Herndon School - 725 Center Street 

Herndon’s First Church - 800 Elden Street

Herndon Fortnightly Club - 660 Spring Street

Volunteer Fire Department - 680 Spring Street

Herndon Blacksmith Shops - Lynn Street Across 
From 765 Lynn Street

The Big Fire - 728 Pine Street

Herndon’s Pine Street - 718 Pine Street

 Herndon Town Square - 712 Lynn Street

Herndon Town Hall - 730 Elden Street 

Mosby’s Raid - 727 Elden Street

Herndon Dairy Farming - 717 Lynn Street 

Herndon Theatre - 757 Elden Street

For more information go to www.herndon-va.gov 
and click on “About Us” and then “History” where the 
Historic Marker Program link is located.

Herndon Historical SocietyHerndon Historical SocietyHerndon Historic Marker Program



The first owners of this brick 
Colonial Revival home built in 
1918 were Ernest and Edith 
Robey. Ernest, a Pharmacist, 
owned the Robey pharmacy in 
town. The distinctive portico with 
large white columns and arch 
accent the front door. There are 

two porches one on the east side and a two story “sleeping porch” 
on the back of the house. Other unique features are rough sawn 
lumber framing and the brick and mortar foundation.

904 ELDEN ST.  |  1918
PLAQUE 24

E. Barbour Hutchison and his 
wife Mary built this house in 
1924. A classic colonial, the 
house cost $15,000 to build 
and the basement was dug 
out by hand for $0.75 per day. 
The foyer leads to a curved 
staircase with brass and cut-

glass chandeliers. Hutchison sold the house in 1967. Having been 
both a teacher and school principal in town, Hutchison Elementary 
was ultimately named after him.

1000 MONROE ST.  |  1924
PLAQUE 10

Failing health of one of the 
Castleman daughters made 
it necessary to arrange for a 
dwelling separate from the 
school.  It was at this time that 
the six room bungalow was 
built for the daughter on the 
lot adjacent to the Seminary in 

1926.  The home was built by home builder and Herndon Mayor, 
Edgar E. Gillette.

761 GRACE ST.  |  1926
PLAQUE 8

Built between 1884 and 1890, 
this home was originally 
a rectory for St. Timothy’s 
Church. The current exterior 
configuration is almost identical 
to that of the original structure. 
Since central heating was 
ultimately installed, only one of 

the three fireplaces is still in service, however the original bathroom 
still has an old clawfoot tub. Dr. Daniel L. Detwiler purchased the 
property from the church in 1952, and it has changed hands since.

752 GRACE ST. |  1885
PLAQUE 7

William Dawson, a carpenter, 
built this Craftsman bungalow 
between 1911 and 1914. It was 
made with a stone foundation, 
wood clapboards and operable 
shutters. Simultaneously, 
Dawson also worked on the 
construction of the Hotel 

Harrington. Legend has it that scraps from that job found their way 
into this home. The interior maintains many of the original features 
such as wood floors, light fixtures and a clawfoot tub.

953 LOCUST ST.  |  1911-14
PLAQUE 22

This Victorian farmhouse was 
constructed between 1892 and 
1893. After changing hands 
several times, the home still 
did not have electricity, central 
heating or fireplace in 1919 
(the house was heated by the 
kitchen stove), and there was 

still an outhouse off the kitchen. The Buell family bought the house 
at that time and made numerous upgrades including the addition of 
a coal furnace and hot water system with radiators.

911 ELDEN ST.  |  1891-93
PLAQUE 14

In 1893 Mary Osgood 
purchased this parcel of land 
for $65. She was a widow and 
a seamstress with five children. 
Assumedly this classic Virginia 
farmhouse was built in 1894, 
but surely before 1900. It has 
a stone foundation, wide-board 

pine floors, standing seam metal roof and old glass window panes. 
Originally the house was heated by a large stove located in the 
dining room, until central heating was added in the 1960s.

910 LOCUST ST.  |  1894
PLAQUE 18

No major modifications have 
been made to the exterior of this 
lovely Cape Cod since it was 
originally constructed in 1912. 
Some of the charming interior 
features include 10-foot ceilings, 
oak baseboards and moldings, 
lathe and plaster walls, oak 

and pine floors, pedestal bathroom sinks, gas heat and spacious 
rooms. The exterior of the house boasted a wide covered porch, 
cedar shakes and a garage.

900 ELDEN ST.  |  1912
PLAQUE 6

An example of modified 
Potomac River architecture, 
this house was built in 1917. An 
interesting feature is elaborate 
molding in the dining room 
known as “Bible Fold” since 
it was extensively used in 
churches. The first owner, Guy 

Church, was the founder of the first telephone company in Northern 
Virginia. Another notable resident, Ralph Chamblin, purchased the 
home in 1927; he was the pharmacist in Town for many years.

839 ELDEN ST.  |  1917
PLAQUE 5

Originally St. Timothy’s 
Protestant Episcopal Church 
(consecrated in 1881), The 
Masonic Temple purchased this 
property in 1969. The overall 
design of the church is called 
Warden’s Gothic or Carpenter’s 
Gothic, drawn by people without 

benefit of an architect. The entire building was covered in cypress 
shingles, and the fish-scale shingles were likely added to the upper 
part of the belfry when the steeple was renovated in the 1890s.

820 ELDEN ST.  |  1881
PLAQUE 21

Completed in 1875, the house 
at 808 Elden Street was 
originally used as a parsonage 
for the Herndon Methodist- 
Episcopal Church. Between 
1875 and 1939 there were 
about 28 ministers who used the 
parsonage. The balloon framed 

wing was added at the turn of the century, and the church was 
subsequently sold in 1941. It has since been used as apartments 
and a residence and has undergone additional expansions.

808 ELDEN ST.  |  1875
PLAQUE 12

The original rear section of this 
early public school was built 
between 1868 and 1875 as 
The Herndon School, which 
housed all grades. Later in the 
1870s the school became part 
of Fairfax County’s Dranesville 
School District.  A new addition 

was later added to the front of the building.  In c. 1911 a new 
school was built on Locust Street. The Herndon School was later 
converted into a private residence.

725 CENTER ST.  |  1868
PLAQUE 2
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This Century Colonial style 
tin-roofed house is estimated to 
have been built in 1897. Since 
then the Jones family lived here 
longer than any other residents 
(1921-1942). Dr. Jones was 
a country doctor and had his 
office in his home. They had a 

barn, cow, chickens, and horse and sleigh for making rounds in the 
snow. The house also had a two-hole outhouse and the only tennis 
court in Herndon at the time.

726 PARK AVE.  |  1897
PLAQUE 17

This Victorian home, built c. 
1888, is constructed of balloon 
framing (i.e. continuous studs 
and joists, some as long as 24 
feet!). It has a stone foundation, 
wooden shiplap siding with 
wainscoting, and a curved 
porch with Doric columns. The 

stamped tin shingles, bay window and transom over the front door 
add to its allure. The inside of the house features two staircases, 
pine floors, 9’ ceilings and 7’ windows.

807 MONROE ST.  |  1888
PLAQUE 3

Built for the National Bank of 
Herndon in 1910, this building 
was sold in 1935 after a cashier 
was caught embezzling. Unable 
to meet its obligations, National 
Bank sold the building to 
Citizens Bank. Since then, the 
building has had a number of 

changes and owners. As the first commercial lending institution in 
Herndon, National Bank funded much of the construction in Town, 
inextricably linking this building to the character of Herndon.

781 STATION ST.  |  1910
PLAQUE 15

Built as a two-story dwelling 
with a porch, additions to the 
house were made circa 1910, 
1925, 1930, and 1948. By 
1976 the home fell into serious 
disrepair, launching a series of 
renovations by various owners. 
In more recent history the home 

came to be known as The Historic Herndon Halloween House, 
given its extensive Halloween decorations and Hallows’ Eve 
merriment.

610 SPRING ST.  |  1898
PLAQUE 20

In 1903, when James Wilkins 
purchased this property, the 
deed read, “…together with 
the improvements thereon and 
the appurtenances thereof…”  
That wording and the purchase 
price suggests this house was 
already on the land. Mr. Everett 

was an engine watchman and it’s believed he built the house 
sometime between 1896 and 1900. It was later expanded in 1903 
and again in 1930.

633 NASH ST.  |  1900
PLAQUE 19

It is believed that Effie Averill 
built this home around 1923-24 
and sold it in 1926. Atypical of a 
traditional Cape Cod, this home 
has an asymmetrical design. In 
the 1920s a number of Sears 
kit homes were built in Herndon 
and the materials for those 

homes were delivered by railroad. This house has many similarities 
to Sears designs, however it is not clear if it is, in fact, a Sears kit 
home.

640 SPRING ST.  |  1923
PLAQUE 23

The house at 652 Spring Street 
was built in 1908 and was 
known as the Hutchison-Steele 
House. This Federal style home 
was considered one of the most 
modern and well-built homes in 
town at that time, and is said to 
have been the first in Herndon 

with indoor plumbing. The house was heated by coal and wood 
stoves in every room, until natural gas was available in Herndon 
around 1937.

652 SPRING ST.  |  1908
PLAQUE 13

Magnus T. Wilkins operated a 
general store at the corner of 
Spring and Elden Streets and 
built this house in 1904. He 
added a second bedroom to 
the main level in 1910 for aging 
in-laws. A unique feature of the 
home is a U-shaped staircase. 

The house had extensive renovations after WWII. Until that time, 
the major source of heat in the home was a coal stove in the dining 
room.

637 OAK ST.  |  1904
PLAQUE 4

In 1914 this Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, called the Wolf 
Memorial Church, was built. In 
1939 it merged with the former 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 
North, becoming the Herndon 
Methodist Church.  This building 
was enlarged in 1940 and again 

in 1955.   In 1987 the church moved to a new building on Bennett 
Street, becoming the Herndon United Methodist Church.

655 SPRING ST.  |  1915
PLAQUE 9

In 1889, a group of women 
created the Fortnightly Club 
for “the mutual improvement of 
its members in literature, art, 
science and the vital interests 
of the day.” To achieve their 
aims, the group collected over 
a thousand books which were 

unfortunately lost in the fire of 1917. They started all over again 
and, in 1926, erected this building to house their new collection. 
The library remained in operation at this location until 1995.

660 SPRING ST.  |  1926
PLAQUE 11

Herndon’s Town Hall was 
constructed in 1939 as part 
of the New Deal. Georgian 
in style, it housed the Mayor, 
Town Treasurer, the post office, 
a clinic, civic meeting space 
and a jail. The exterior remains 
unchanged, but the interior has 

gone through many modifications and has been used for different 
purposes over the years. While most of the Town’s offices have 
moved elsewhere, the Mayor’s office is still located in this building.

730 ELDEN ST.  |  1939
PLAQUE 16

The Herndon Depot was 
constructed in 1857 as a stop 
on the Alexandria, Loudoun and 
Hampshire Railroad, housing a 
new post office. It was largely 
used by local dairy farmers to 
transport milk. It is now a local 
history museum and remains 

relatively unaltered, with the exception of the removal of 20 feet on 
the west end.  The semaphore, Victorian buttresses, flooring and 
baggage doors, among other features, are original.

717 LYNN ST.  |  1857
PLAQUE 1
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